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“Connecting Church and Culture” can be accessed in its original format at 1 
https://youtu.be/T4Msnz5WQDU.  2 

The video can be accessed with closed captions for the deaf and hard of hearing at 3 
http://www.resermon.com/news--tips/connecting-church-and-culture-a-panel-4 
discussion-sponsored-by-erlc-and-9marks-june-16-2015, the same place where a 5 
copy of this transcript can be accessed in both MS Word and PDF formats. 6 
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the ERLC team to develop innovative strategies to equip churches to 92 
address the key moral and ethical issues of the day. He completed an 93 
MDiv and PhD in Systematic Theology at Southern after attending 94 
Texas A&M University. Phillip and his wife, Cami, have been married 95 
since 2005, and have four boys. 96 

 97 

 98 

Transcript 99 

Mark Dever: We would just do a free-for-all Q & A while we wait for 9:15 p.m. to get 100 
here as a benefit for those of you who turned up at the stated time.  Are there any 101 
questions about our procedure?  Then let's proceed.  Now listen, your question cannot 102 
be idiosyncratic or to embarrass anyone.  It needs to be genuinely edifying. So you ask a 103 
question because you think you can edify the churches represented in the room.  All 104 
right? So, it’s a sincere question that you think it would be helpful for us to think about 105 
together.  And Russ and I will both try to give it our best.  Or, we can just talk to each 106 
other till 9:15! <Laughter> You've got to say your name, your church, and where you're 107 
from.  108 

Questioner: Hi, my name is Ronnie Kurtz, I’m with Emmaus Church in Kansas City in 109 
Kansas City.  110 

Mark Dever: Kansas or Missouri? 111 

Questioner: Missouri, the good side.  112 

Mark Dever: Brother, you didn’t need to do that. <Laughter> 113 

Questioner: You’re right, I’m so sorry. <Laughter>  114 
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Mark Dever: You’re a pastor, move on. <Laughter.> 115 

1. Question summary: Please comment on the extent to which men should 116 

expect to lead inside and outside the church. 117 

Questioner: My question is this. I sat this morning in the CBMW1 Council as well. 118 
(Council for Biblical Manhood and Womanhood). I want to hear what you guys think 119 
about it. In terms of complementarianism and where we draw the lines of women 120 
teaching and having authority. My question goes like this. Where do we draw those 121 
lines in places that aren't the church? So should I, as a man, feel conviction about 122 
reading a book from a woman, or a devotional, or listening to an academic lecture from 123 
a woman? And things like that that. Does that question make sense?  124 

Mark Dever: Makes perfect sense.  I understand it, and Russ is a wonderful answer. 125 
<Laughter> 126 

Russell Moore: Actually, I think John Piper has a wonderful answer to that one, and he 127 
wrote an article several years ago, and I don't remember exactly where it was, where he 128 
is talking about degrees of authority, in terms of teaching. I think it's exactly right on, 129 
where you don't necessarily have easy rules for those sorts of things, but there is a 130 
distinction between the teaching authority that goes on in the church, and what 131 
happens outside of the church. There's a less direct sort of instruction and pastoring of 132 
someone in that sense. And so I don't think there's anything in violation of 1 Timothy 2, 133 
in being edified by a woman who is teaching you in multiple ways that doesn't involve 134 
the sort of teaching authority that happens within the discipleship of the church. 135 
Sometimes, just because of the nature of ministry, the way it is now, there is going to 136 
take some judgment and discernment in the gray areas there.  But in the instances that 137 
you mentioned, no I don't think there's anything that would be biblically wrong with 138 
that.  139 

Mark Dever: You know, I think of Elizabeth Elliott, whom the Lord promoted to glory 140 
today, I guess, she went home to be with the Lord.  I think many of us have been blessed 141 
by her books.  I think she certainly understood herself to be acting under authority.  She 142 
was, herself, about as strong a complementarian as you can make. And I don't think 143 

1 Council for Biblical Manhood and Womanhood. www.CBMW.org.  
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there's anything inconsistent about me reading either her advice to particularly young 144 
people, or her accounting of God's grace in her own life, both of which she wrote on 145 
very powerfully.  I don't think that would violate 1 Timothy 2.  I don't think I shouldn’t 146 
have a conversation with a woman and learn from that.  I think what I’m not to do from 147 
1 Timothy 2, if I understand here what Paul is saying there to Timothy, is I'm not to 148 
encourage a woman in my church to stand and teach God's Word to men because there 149 
is a role of leadership that is inherent in teaching, that she is then taking.  Now, I stated 150 
that broadly and vaguely, and I would allow, I would encourage a lot of charity between 151 
congregations if they draw the lines in slightly different places.  I think it would very easy 152 
to start fresh wars and murder each other over this in a way that would not be helpful.  153 
But specifics be left to each church. 154 

Russell Moore: And I would also recommend Jonathan Leeman's article2 just a couple 155 
weeks ago, I think, on this issue about congregational authority as it relates to teaching, 156 
because I think it is really good in clearing up a lot of confusion about in a 157 
congregational setting.  158 

Mark Dever: Other questions that you think would be helpful, useful? Questions that we 159 
can tackle before we can get to the official conversation this evening. 160 

Questioner: I have a question— 161 

Mark Dever: Got to stand up. Oh, you are.   162 

Questioner: Yes, yes. <Audience chuckles> 163 

Mark Dever: It's not that you're short. It’s just you’re way far back there.   164 

Questioner: I'm not that short! <Chuckles> Jonathan Woodyard, Bethlehem Baptist 165 
Church, Minneapolis Minnesota. My question, I see you two sitting up there, I love both 166 
of you.  Dr. Moore, you're involved in the political arena, big time.  Pastor Mark is a 167 
faithful expositor. I’m just wondering in terms of politics in the pulpit, and how you 168 
balance it out. What you address in a local church setting, and how both of you would 169 
answer that question.  170 

2 Jonathan Leeman, “Clarifying Congregationalism.” http://9marks.org/article/clarifying-
congregationalism  
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2. Question summary: How should pastors handle political matters from the 171 

pulpit? 172 

Mark Dever: I'll go first on that one, since I'm passing a local church. I think the 173 
principles that politics inevitably ends up resting on and advocating—you have to 174 
address it every week in your teaching. I think the fact that there are different ways that 175 
you can get there by policies, specific policies, you have to be very careful about 176 
treading in there, and I do think there are sometimes conservative evangelicals [who] 177 
have made a hash of things by not understanding that. I remember one situation in our 178 
church a few years ago where, a certain member of our church was a member of a 179 
legislative body, had voted for a particular thing, that on the face of it, was egregious. 180 
And as elders, we were talking about it, and thankfully, God has given us Andy Johnson 181 
as of our pastors, who worked for ten years for the Democrats in the House and two 182 
years for Republicans in the Senate, and he was able to inform us of the legislative 183 
process of why it could have been quite advantageous for that man to have voted as he 184 
did in that moment, in order for him to have a voice in revising the bill, and some really 185 
helpful….. Just, very complicated things that is never going to make it on cable news, but 186 
which are legitimately things that we got to take into account as pastors of local 187 
churches. Russ, you want to shed some more clarity?  188 

Russell Moore: Well, I think I think that Carl Henry had a really good way of laying this 189 
out. There are some issues that are revealed truths in scripture, that they deal with 190 
social or political issues, as we would call them, and those we speak to directly, with 191 
directness, “Thus saith the Lord.” There are other issues that there are principles that 192 
are found in scripture that we teach and preach that may express themselves in 193 
different ways.  So, we care for the poor.  Now you may have two members of your 194 
church. One that is advocating for a higher minimum wage because he wants to…. He 195 
says that we have single moms in our communities that can't take care of their families. 196 
We need a higher minimum wage.  Another person your congregation, he says “I don't 197 
want to raise the minimum wage because I think that's going to cause employers to 198 
start laying off the single moms who are in our church and we think it will have a bad 199 
effect.”  These are two people are both being informed by biblical principles who are 200 
arguing about the prudence of how to take carry that out.  That's something that I think 201 
is certainly appropriate within the Body of Christ and we can agree to disagree on those 202 
policy implications. I would have a different understanding if I had someone who is a 203 
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member of my church who said, “The poor are losers and they're takers and they're 204 
parasites on society. We shouldn't worry about them at all.” That's a discipline-able 205 
heart problem that's taking place. And then there are issues that we don't, we simply 206 
leave to the conscience of the individual.  So, there's absolutely no reason for a church 207 
to have a position on a balanced budget amendment, or a line-item veto, or those sorts 208 
of things, and I certainly don't think that endorsing candidates from the position of the 209 
church is a good use of the church's authority. You don't have the prophetic authority to 210 
decide who God has anointed to be in a particular position, and when you do that, what 211 
you're what you're doing is actually compromising the authority of the church because 212 
you breed cynicism among people who say, “Well this is just someone who sort of is 213 
using religion in order to get to these other goals.  So why, what's the hidden agenda 214 
behind the other things that he's preaching and teaching? So, I would certainly avoid 215 
that and keep a prophetic distance when it comes to candidates. So that the same thing 216 
would apply with the sort of wink-wink, nod-nod stuff that some congregations do 217 
around election time.  “Oh, we're going to have Brother Smith come and give his 218 
testimony this morning!” (As though we just have no idea that he's running for 219 
governor, and he just happens to be coming into town.)  That's an improper use of the 220 
authority of the church, I think.   221 

Mark Dever: Johnson, did we get your question?  OK. Did I only plant two questions? 222 
<Laughter> 223 

Russell Moore: I guess so! Yeah.  224 

Mark Dever: Up here, Charles. Somebody want to get one ready over here? Like, with a 225 
second microphone?  226 

3. Question summary: When should church planters regard their ministry as 227 

having crossed the line into a formal church? 228 

Questioner: Hey there, my name is Aaron Wine, Lakeview Baptist Church in Auburn, 229 
Alabama. So potentially, Lord willing, either as a future church planter, going into a 230 
community, sharing the gospel, making disciples, leading them to come together. 231 
Culturally, when we, I guess, distinct ourselves as a church.  When does that happen in 232 
the life of a Bible study?  So that me, as a potential pastor, could start implementing 233 
things like formal church discipline, membership, covenant, that sort of thing. When 234 
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does a bible study, in your perspective, or your understanding of the scriptures, when 235 
do you become a local church? Does that make sense?  236 

Mark Dever: Yep. When you're not just about undergraduates at Auburn.  You know, 237 
when you're for anybody. So you're not just about professors at the school, or people 238 
who do this one sport. You are for anybody, any sinner who wants to repent. That is 239 
who you are for. And when you say, I'm going to regularly here, on the Lord's day, have 240 
the preaching of God's Word. We will baptize and we will give the Lord's Supper and we 241 
will practice membership discipline, implicit in giving the Lord's Supper. That would be 242 
my short answer.  243 

Russell Moore: I agree with that. You are covenanting together to be a church and to 244 
seek the Lord's presence among you at that point.  245 

Mark Dever: Aaron, is that helpful? Here we go. I find that when we answer the first 246 
question, then the real question.  247 

Questioner: I guess like what specific practice? When you begin, in your mind, of your 248 
understanding of ecclesiology, is it when you begin to practice the ordinances? Is it 249 
when you covenant together? Does that make sense? When is that threshold?  250 

Mark Dever: I think covenant together is a good way to summarize it.  251 

Russell Moore: Yes, and then think of it.  An analogy would be a wedding.  You're 252 
making vows to one another, you're making a commitment to one another.  Same thing 253 
is happening as a church, where you as a body are agreeing, we are going to covenant 254 
with one another, hold one another accountable, be under the Lordship of Christ 255 
together as a body.   256 

Mark Dever: Guys in the back: There probably are probably a lot of people going to be 257 
coming in the next few minutes. As that happens you might want to tell them there are 258 
a lot of seats up front.  Or else they'll think it's full. So just as they come in, there are a 259 
lot of seats up front. Somebody over here had a question. Anybody? Going once, going 260 
twice.  261 
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4. Question summary: How should the church evangelize and disciple the 262 

transgendered, especially in regard to youth ministry? 263 

Questioner: Yeah I got in a little late, so, my name is Adam, I’m from Central Mississippi, 264 
God’s country, I know. The issue I would have is just, with church discipline, how do we 265 
address transgender issues and same sex attraction.  I mean, even in Mississippi, you 266 
know, it is starting to creep up a little bit. I teach at a local high school, freshman, and 267 
you know, those are things that, you know, even as a teacher or a coach, you're going to 268 
have to deal with a little bit.  How do you deal with, just, the reorientation, if you want 269 
to, for a lack of a better term, you know, with identification, how do we walk that 270 
through in the local church context? 271 

Mark Dever: Name again?  272 

Questioner: Adam.  273 

Mark Dever: Adam, do you teach at a public high school?  274 

Questioner: I do. And I'm not talking about church discipline there, obviously, but I have 275 
connections there with the school now in the church setting, which is one reason I teach 276 
and coach there.  277 

Mark Dever: And your bathrooms are still gender specific? 278 

Questioner: Yes, yes.  279 

Mark Dever: Is there a movement in Mississippi to end that?  280 

Questioner: I wouldn’t think so.  281 

Russell Moore: Mississippi would be the last place. <Laughter> 282 

Questioner: Yes.   283 

Mark Dever: Well, I think this is a perfect example of the kind of issue that we pay Russ 284 
the big bucks.  <Laughter> 285 

Russell Moore: Well, I would say that you gave two different scenarios there with the 286 
transgender question and same sex attraction issue.  The main thing, though, is having 287 
an understanding of what temptation is and what vulnerability to temptation is, in such 288 
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a way that what you're communicating to people is not that coming to Christ means an 289 
absence of temptation. Coming to Christ means declaring war on whatever those sets of 290 
temptations are, and that we have Galatians 6, we’re bearing each other's burdens 291 
within the congregation. Also to recognize that repentance is necessary in order to 292 
follow Christ.  So, if someone comes to me, and says, “I'm transgender. I don't identify 293 
with who I am biologically, who God created me to be.  I'm going to be in revolt against 294 
that and I'm not willing for that to be interrogated by God.” That's not a repentant spirit. 295 
In the same way that someone who comes to you and says, “I want to follow Jesus but 296 
I'm not going to give up fornication, or I'm not going to give up whatever the issue is.” 297 
That’s not a repentant heart. I want to see repentance, but I also know that after that 298 
sanctification for all of us, is a long process.  And so you can't expect that this person 299 
who is transgender, who has probably been through a very long and difficult situation, is 300 
going to suddenly receive Christ, be baptized, and then just to be completely free of all 301 
of that. You need the rest of the body of Christ to say, “how do we help to cultivate in 302 
this man what it means to be a man, or in this woman what it means to be a woman?” 303 
People may be deeply alienated from that and have been for years.  It takes the Word, it 304 
takes the rest of the body, it takes patient endurance in moving that person along.  305 
Several years ago, in my Christian Ethics class I taught at Southern, the final exam was a 306 
similar question.  I said, “You're at the end of a service.  And a woman named Joan 307 
comes to see you and she says I want to follow Christ, I’ll do whatever it takes to follow 308 
Christ.”  “I'm fifty years old,” she says.  But she had gender reassignment surgery when 309 
she was twenty, has lived as a woman ever since, doesn't know anything else, except to 310 
live as a woman, her co-workers know her as woman. Her daughter, that she adopted 311 
ten years ago, knows nothing about this background.  And the question that they had 312 
for the final exam is what do you say to her, or to him, and how do you work this person 313 
through that through that process.  And what I noticed was, this was maybe 2008, 2009.  314 
Most of the students in the room kind of laughed and thought I was throwing a curve 315 
ball trying to trick them.  Every congregation is having to answer that question right 316 
now, or else, they have an entire segment of their mission field that they're not 317 
addressing with the gospel.  So I would want to see repentance and then I would want 318 
to recognize and leave my church to know we're all sinners.  None of us are freaks.  319 
There's no one who is too far gone for the grace of the Gospel in the power of the Holy 320 
Spirit and then work the congregation to that together.   321 

Questioner: inaudible.  322 
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Mark Dever: Pastorally, I think having that understanding, the beginning, is going the 323 
basis of any good pastoral care. I think you have to understand that the church is only 324 
for sinners.  So there's just no space for non-sinners in the church. It is only for sinners 325 
and inside that, it is only for a certain kind of sinners. It is only for repenting sinners. 326 
That's the only thing, where we have any grace of God and if we know that, and we 327 
don't assign a special area of disapproval.  So this area of struggle or temptation for sin, 328 
then I think we're in the position where we do that. But there's no doubt, you're going 329 
to have to face difficult questions both with your elders or the leadership of your church 330 
and getting the same mind even on, not necessarily what is right and wrong, but on the 331 
what do you do, practically, with that, and then, in the fact that inside your local church, 332 
in the congregation be on the leadership, they'll be strong divisions of ideas sometimes 333 
about what to do.  So, I think a whole separate front of temptation that Satan has for us 334 
is not only to default on difficult countercultural truths—though I think it's a significant 335 
temptation to churches, right now, and it will only get worse—but a whole second front 336 
is to divide local churches, that all agree, “X” is wrong but disagree in the specifics of 337 
how the church should teach on—slash—enforce responding to specific situations. Can 338 
the baker bake the cake? And I think that's where we have to be extremely wise, and 339 
maybe we can talk more about that in the session we’re about to have now that Phillip 340 
is about to introduce for us.  341 

Phillip Bethancourt3: We want to welcome you official to this conversation tonight. It is 342 
a joy to partner with our friends at 9 Marks, to have this discussion on connecting 343 
church and culture. For those of you I haven’t met, my name is Phillip Betancourt I 344 
served as executive vice president.  I'm going to be moderating the discussion tonight 345 
with Jonathan Leeman from 9 Marks. He's the editorial director there, and our goal is 346 
really simple.  We want to help you think through how the Gospel applies to culture and 347 
applies to the church so that you can model your ministry in the church and in the 348 
culture in a way that honors Jesus, and what we're going to do tonight is have a 349 
conversation. Jonathan and I are going to lead the discussion and ask some questions at 350 
the start of things, and then we're going to open it up to questions that come from you. 351 
And the way that you're going to submit your questions throughout the night, that you 352 
want to be asked later on, is through our hash tag on Twitter. So if you're on Twitter, 353 
tweet your question to us, using the hash tag, #ERLC9Marks. So if something comes to 354 

3 Phillip Bethancourt full bio: https://erlc.com/staff-directory.  
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mind as we're discussing it, use that hashtag, #ERLC9Marks to frame your question, and 355 
that will be the way that we get to some of those issues as the conversation goes along.  356 
Now we expect an influx of people to come in whenever David Platz is done preaching, 357 
and so I noticed some of you are setting up like this is the Southwest Airlines flight, and 358 
so you kind of putting stuff next to you and you’re acting big, thinking, maybe you can 359 
stretch out, or take up a bunch of space, you're probably going to need to move to the 360 
middle, move towards the front, whenever that comes along, so I just want you to be 361 
prepared for that, when that comes. Now we've got some special things for you in your 362 
seats.  You'll notice in those bags a number resources.  363 

Russell Moore: This is feeling kind of Oprah-like to me, Philip. 364 

Mark Dever: And we’ve got cars for everybody! <Laughter>   365 

5. Question summary: Russell Moore, what do you mean when you recently 366 

wrote, “…collapse of the Bible Belt is bad for America, but it's good for the 367 

church.”?  368 

Phillip Bethancourt: Yeah there's no cars tonight, but there are some good things.  So 9 369 
Marks, as you know, does a great resource every two months—the 9 Marks E-Journal.4 370 
And one of the recent ones was on the “Vanishing Church,” and they have printed that 371 
out so you can have a hard copy of that and enjoy that as a resource. We’ve got some 372 
great ERLC resources, including protecting your ministry booklet, so that when you have 373 
questions about how do you protect your church from sexual orientation and gender 374 
identity lawsuits, you can find language for bylaws, constitution, facilities-use policies, 375 
etc. But one thing I want to draw your attention to in particular, is you'll notice a 376 
chapter sampler from Dr. Moore's upcoming book, Onward5 in that. You need to pull 377 
that out and have a look at it.  Because, on the cover of some of those booklets there 378 
are going to be a sticker on there that's telling you that you win full pre-pub copy of that 379 
tonight.  And the way you’re going to get to that is when you leave tonight and head out 380 
the check-in table that you went to, they’ll have copies of that at the back and you can 381 
help yourself.  For those of you that don't get a copy tonight, it drops August 1, and we 382 

4 http://9marks.org/journal.  
5 Onward, by Russell Moore. http://www.amazon.com/Onward-Engaging-Culture-without-
Losing/dp/1433686171.  
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encourage you to check that out. So as we talk tonight, I want to encourage you to 383 
submit those questions with the hash tag, #ERLC9Marks and let’s just go ahead and get 384 
started, Dr. Moore. So, I just mentioned the book. In this book what you're trying to do 385 
is talk about the way that the Bible Belt in America is collapsing and how that reshapes 386 
the way that we do cultural engagement. And one of the provocative things that you say 387 
in there, that I'd love for you to talk more about with the group, is you say that the 388 
collapse of the Bible Belt is bad for America, but it's good for the church.  What do you 389 
have a mind that? 390 

Russell Moore: Well, I mean, there are all sorts of things that didn't happen in certain 391 
parts of the country because of the social pressure of the Bible Belt.  So think about, for 392 
instance, for a long time in the south and in parts of the Midwest there were people 393 
who didn't divorce because they knew if they divorce, they were going to become social 394 
pariahs in their community. They would be out of step with their local churches which 395 
meant they wouldn't be able to get the sort of jobs they needed. They wouldn't be able 396 
to be seen as good people, and as good citizens.  So they stayed together and that was 397 
good for kids. That was good for a lot of families. They kept the divorce culture from 398 
ravaging certain places, but when you have the sort of Christianity where, in order to be 399 
part of the community, you have to be baptized into the church, and at least at least 400 
have this nominal affiliation with the church, you wind up with a collapsing-in of the 401 
distinction between the church and the world, which becomes the very thing that, as 402 
Baptists, we were dissenting against established churches, that said in order to be a part 403 
of England, and to be a good Englishman or a citizen of the of the kingdom, you have to 404 
be baptized in as a baby into the Anglican Church. Well we created something similar to 405 
that, in many parts of the of the country, where you weren't an infant, but you needed 406 
to, by twelve years old, or fourteen years old, if you weren't baptized, it's because you 407 
were making a conscious decision to be a rebel against not just Jesus, but your family, 408 
the social order, and everything else. That led to some really bad consequences for the 409 
church in terms of the church's witness, which the New Testament says comes with its 410 
distinctiveness.  That's why Peter talks about being strangers, being exiled, being a holy 411 
people who are proclaiming to the outside world in terms of the light that has been 412 
given to people who've come out of darkness.  So what we have now, instead of 413 
wringing our hands in being in this sort of panic mode that a lot of people get in, we're 414 
heading into this time of cultural decline.  Everything's falling apart…. That is such an 415 
unfaithful response to what's happening in culture, as though, somehow cultural forces, 416 
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are able to dethrone Jesus, as the sovereign ruler of the universe. The response ought to 417 
be to say instead, “How does the church become the church, in a culture like this?” And 418 
I think God is giving us an opportunity to reclaim our distinctiveness and to reclaim our 419 
strangeness.  So that some of the people who previously would have affiliated with the 420 
church in order to be good Americans…. Increasingly, it's going to be difficult to be a 421 
good American and a Christian at the same time. I think that can be very good for the 422 
witness of the church.  423 

Mark Dever: I think also that when we say that, we're very much locating ourselves 424 
more specifically than the local church should be.  What I mean by that is we're very 425 
much saying, “I'm not a Latino,” when I'm saying that, because the percentage of Latino 426 
evangelicals is much higher now than it was 50 years ago.  We're also saying, “I'm 427 
certainly not African-American” because 1940s were no glory days for our African 428 
American brothers and sisters.  So I must be a white evangelical, who is from America, 429 
who is saying this. So when we do those decrying things, it's just a little subtle way to 430 
communicate.  By the way, if you're not a white American, our church isn't really for 431 
you.  This is a bunch of people that, it's our problems, and that's what we're talking 432 
about from our perspective, and I don't think we need to do that as gospel people. I 433 
think we want to think more broadly and widely than that. We want to think for the 434 
whole church of Jesus Christ to the area where we are.  435 

Russell Moore: And you know also, what it tends to do is it tends to put the center of 436 
your focus somewhere in the past.  So what…. We’re wanting to “Reclaim America for 437 
Christ” as though we had America, and we've lost America, so you hear people say 438 
“America's now post-Christian.” America is, at best, pre-Christian, right now.  And so 439 
we're not looking backwards, and we need to get back to the 1980s, or the 1950s, or the 440 
1770s.  We're saying we're moving to the future, toward God joining heaven and earth, 441 
in Revelation 21 and 22. That's where we're marching forward.  And so we have that…. 442 
We think about the sort of language that the Apostle Paul uses to Timothy.  People love 443 
to quote from 2 Timothy 3 where he's talking about the false teachers and things going 444 
from bad to worse, yet look around everything is just falling apart, it's all going to hell.  445 
Paul doesn't have that attitude.  He says the false teachers, they're like Jannes and 446 
Jambres, they did not get very far because their folly becomes evident to all. You preach 447 
the Word, and that's the message that we need to have.   448 
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6. Question summary: Russell Moore, please expound on a recent speech you 449 

gave in which you said, “the church needs to prepare itself for refugees from 450 

the sexual revolution.” 451 

Mark Dever: Raise your hand if you did not hear Russ' message last night.  If you did not 452 
hear it, raise your hand.  OK, Russ I want you to just to reprise one little bit that's right 453 
on this topic. I loved it when you were talking about where we need to prepare 454 
ourselves to receive the refugees from the sexual revolution.  That's my experience 455 
already in our church in Washington.  It's going to be that way more and more.  That's 456 
the kind of confident positive merciful attitude we need. Half the people in this didn't 457 
hear you say it. You say it better than anybody I've heard say. Say it again, Sam. 458 
<Chuckles> 459 

Russell Moore: OK, well, think about think about some forms of revivalism that 460 
happened in this country, that came in and gave this message, if you come to Christ, 461 
you're going to be happy.  Your problems are going to be gone, your marriage is going to 462 
be good.  What is that tend to lead people with? It's a burned-over sense of 463 
disappointment because people say, “this didn't keep its promises to me.” I think a 464 
similar thing is going on with the sexual revolution. The sexual revolution is promising 465 
people, right now, essentially a gospel.  It's “good news” that is coming, sometimes the 466 
sort of language that I hear, it almost sounds like a kind of Luke 4. “The spirit of 467 
something is upon me, because I've been anointed to preach good news to those who 468 
are trodden down.”  I think there are going to be many, many people in our culture who 469 
are going to be disappointed because the sexual revolution cannot keep its promises. 470 
And so we need to be ready for a refugee crisis of people who are going to be saying, 471 
“Where can I go when this doesn't work anymore?”  So think of the woman at the well 472 
with Jesus and John 4:16 is striking.  Jesus is not shocked by her.  Jesus is not disgusted 473 
by her.  And Jesus says to her in John 4:16, “Go get your husband and come here.” Both 474 
parts of that sentence are going to be essential for us in the generation to come.  There 475 
are some people who would tell us, “Don't talk about your husband, don't deal with the 476 
issue, and the fact that she's had five husbands, and the man she's living with right now 477 
is not her husband, because that's offensive.  We need to, instead, get her into the 478 
gospel, and then later deal with those issues.  Jesus gets right at that question in order 479 
to call her to repentance and then he says on the other hand, and come here. He knows 480 
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all about her and he's giving her an offer of rest, an offer of a cleansing through the 481 
gospel.  We’re going to have all these refugees from the sexual revolution and there are 482 
two kinds of people who are not going to be able to reach those refugees. The people 483 
who have given up the gospel, including the call to repentance.  They're not going to 484 
respect you.  People know how to read texts.  They know how to read text. They know 485 
what Roman says, they know what 1 Corinthians says and if you come in and say, “You 486 
know what, after 2,000 years of interpretation, we've just decided that the Bible is 487 
actually fine with homosexuality, or with whatever the issue is.” People are going to 488 
know you're afraid of them and you are tailoring your gospel in order not to address 489 
something that is unfashionable right now at this moment.  So how can you take me to 490 
eternal life if you're too afraid to speak to me right now about what you think will 491 
offend me.  You can't do it.  But the other group that will be able to reach them are the 492 
people who have been screaming at them, demonizing them, raising money off of them, 493 
and a thousand other things.  So we’re the people who speak with both truth and with 494 
grace.  What you're going to find is not that you're going to become less controversial.  495 
It means that you're going to become more controversial because if you speak both of a 496 
call to repentance and an offer of mercy, you're going to have some people offended 497 
that you're calling to repentance, and you have other people offended that that by your 498 
offer of mercy, you're going soft.  “You eat with tax collectors and sinners.” That's what 499 
it means to follow Jesus. We need to just do it and go forward.  500 

Mark Dever: Two quick comments.  Caleb Kaltenbach6 has a good book on this called 501 
Messy Grace.7 He as in a New York Times article this last week along with Matthew 502 
Vines. They did a long article showing how evangelical Christians are going both ways.  (I 503 
don't know that that Matthew Vines would qualify as an evangelical Christian) but Caleb 504 
certainly does. His book, Messy Grace is about him growing up with a lesbian mom 505 
married to a woman, back before it was legal, and a gay dad, divorced, and him coming 506 
out as an evangelical as a teenager.  When he comes to Christ. Caleb does it. He gets the 507 
balance just right, like Rosaria Butterfield8 does in her memoir. So this is Messy Grace, 508 

6 http://discoverychurch.com/staff/caleb-kaltenbach/.  
7 Messy Grace, by Caleb Kaltenbach. http://www.amazon.com/Messy-Grace-Parents-Sacrificing-
Conviction/dp/1601427360/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1435104245&sr=8-1&keywords=messy+grace.  
8 The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert, by Rosaria Butterfield. http://www.amazon.com/Secret-
Thoughts-Unlikely-Convert-
ebook/dp/B0097G05F8/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1435206815&sr=1-
3&keywords=rosaria+butterfield  
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coming out very soon, by Caleb Kaltenbach, a pastor out in L.A. Second thing, the way I, 509 
as a pastor, use the Southern Baptist Convention, for my staff.  It's our kind of staff 510 
retreat, and we try to do things together.  We get her on Saturday. Sunday we always go 511 
to a local church.  Sunday we decided to go to a mainline Protestant church here in 512 
Columbus.  I won't name the church, but we went to this particular church.  Some of the 513 
guys on my staff had never been to a mainline Protestant church.  It was fascinating, it 514 
was deeply sad.  One of the things they were doing was taking their offering to give to 515 
LGBT group to advocate for that being seen as good, normal biblical. They were just 516 
assuming that. That's what the offering, we sang the doxology after as it went forward.  517 
That's the kind of anti-SBC in a lot of ways, but one of the most amazing parts of it was 518 
they kept referring…. They kept using this phrase, “We are celebrating Pride this week.” 519 
And all the staff commented over lunch, like, you know, “Pride didn't work in the 520 
Garden of Eden. Pride didn't work at the Tower of Babel. Pride's not going to work in 521 
Columbus, Ohio. It’s just not going to ultimately work. And the irony, the spiritual irony, 522 
that they would have hit upon that word, it speaks more than they mean it to speak, I 523 
fear.  524 

Jonathan Leeman: Are those the banners around town?  525 

Mark Dever: Oh yeah. It’s not, “Welcome SBC.” <Chuckles> 526 

Phillip Bethancourt: I know a lot of you have come in since we started.  We're going to 527 
be taking your questions at the second half of this conversation and the way you submit 528 
those by Twitter using the hash tag #ERLC9Marks and we've got dozens of people 529 
standing in the back, any chairs that are on the inside of you, can you just slide over to 530 
open up the outside aisles.  That would be a big help to freeing up some of those.  And 531 
we'll keep pushing along, Jonathan, whenever you want to take us next.   532 

Jonathan Leeman: Yeah sure but just before we…. Give them a second?  533 

Mark Dever: Eh…. Kevin that's my bag, by the way.  534 

Jonathan Leeman: Guys, before we leave this matter of cultural declension that you 535 
brought up, Phillip, what I appreciate about both of you is that you do a great job of 536 
sounding the optimistic, “Jesus wins” note in your speaking, Mark, you're always talking 537 
about the church wins, and you have that phrase, Russ, whereas we're not slouching 538 
towards Gomorrah, but marching to Zion. Both of you do a great job at that.  At the 539 
same time, we are in an era where there is increased opposition, whether you're black 540 
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or white, for being a Christian.  So the brother in our church who had a copy of What is 541 
the Gospel? and Who is Jesus? on his desk and his employer said to him, “Those could 542 
be construed as coercive. You need to take those off the desk.”  543 

Mark Dever: This is a government employee.   544 

Jonathan Leeman: That's right. 545 

Mark Dever: Your tax dollars pay for that supervisor to do his job, who told our elder 546 
that at his work.  547 

7. Question summary: What are some unique things pastors of this day and 548 

age should be doing to prepare his church for ministering to today’s public 549 

square? 550 

Jonathan Leeman: So for the typical pastor going here, getting into the pulpit on Sunday 551 
morning, we trust that his job, in some ways, is the same.  Preach the Word in season, 552 
out of season.  Where we are, what we're doing, that's his job.  But what are some 553 
unique things to this time and place, this moment, that you would encourage the pastor 554 
of churches and, in these conditions, to be thinking about and peppering his church in 555 
preparation for this kind of environment.  Mark, start with you? 556 

Mark Dever: Yeah, be informed, read editorials, particularly of the things that your 557 
people may be reading, read them with critical thoughts in mind. Read Christians will 558 
inform you read Russ's stuff, read Al Mohler, read Al’s briefing.9  Try to think critically 559 
about issues that you're hearing about because the mainline media are not…. They don't 560 
have an interest in presenting things in the way that you're going to think about it, so I 561 
was looking at a Tweet yesterday from Religion News Service, and they said Michigan 562 
law lets religiously-minded exceptions remain to a particular law. Even the way that's 563 
presented is changing the argument. It's putting you on the defensive, so you might 564 
want some help in doing that.  One very simple thing I would encourage you to do is in 565 
your morning service, allow time for—now, be careful, it might surprise you—for prayer. 566 
<chuckles>  I mean, seriously, during that forty five minutes in your morning service, or 567 
however long you give the Lord each week, you know, allow there to be a time for 568 

9 http://www.albertmohler.com  
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prayer where you, as the local church pastor, actually lead the congregation intercession 569 
and pray about all kinds of matters.  One of the main sources I have for my pastoral 570 
prayers every single Sunday is the Washington Post.  I use it I use the front page, I use 571 
the local section.  I would pray about the schools of the district.  I want to play a private 572 
police force.  I want to pray the problems are going on, and so I may not make any 573 
political comments in my sermons.  My prayers, on the other hand, I've prayed for 574 
governments to change, you know, I prayed for….   That's where I pray for the 575 
persecuted church. Brother pastors, I’m particularly speaking to you. I think you can be 576 
catechizing your congregation in how to pray about some of these issues in your own 577 
pastoral prayers on Sunday morning.  Now to do that, you need to allow some 578 
substantial time for them. You need to stop p these three minute prayers while the, you 579 
know, ensemble music was changing behind you, and you need to pray for five or ten 580 
minutes. I mean, give some thought to your prayer. At the Westminster Assembly in the 581 
1640s they would have a day of prayer where they would move over from the Abbey, if 582 
you're in the London Westminster Abbey, right next to it was another church.  So they 583 
would march the church, they’d move right over there for the day of prayer, where they 584 
have an hour-long sermon. Then they have an hour-long prayer. Then they would have 585 
maybe a two-hour long sermon. Then maybe a two hour-long prayer and the pastors 586 
would prepare their prayers every bit as much as they would work on preparing their 587 
sermons. Anyway. Russ? 588 

Russell Moore: I would also say teach your people how to distinguish between 589 
persecution and insult.  There is there is no promise in following Christ that we would be 590 
free from insult.  And so there is a kind of mentality that assumes that everyone should 591 
think well of us and so anyone who says something negative about Jesus or Christianity 592 
or the church is thereby is thereby persecuting us in some way.  And so teach your 593 
people how to bear insult well.  Sermon on the Mount-sort of language at the same 594 
time that you're not teaching people to be passive in the place of institutional erosion of 595 
religious freedom for everybody. Teach them the difference between those two things 596 
and make sure that when you are referring to situations that you know what you're 597 
talking about, because there's an entire industry out there that…. I mean, what the 598 
world loves to do, in any forum, is to find victims and to hype on the situation of the 599 
victims because the way that you really build an audience is to say we're good, they're 600 
bad, they're evil, look what they're doing to us.  Stop them now.  And so you can find 601 
these sorts of things that will do that for Christians and you can come up and talk about 602 
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particular horrible situations that actually, when you get in them, and you find out 603 
what's going on, it's not true, or it's not exactly true that way. And if you rely on that 604 
sort of thing, then you're go to you're going to breed a kind of cynicism in your people 605 
who are going to say, “Yeah this is the same thing that we’ve always heard.” You have a 606 
lot more credibility when you investigate what's happening and you speak truthfully.  607 
Not to mention the sort of moral authority.  I mean, the scripture commands us not to 608 
bear false witness including against our opponents our enemies.  So, make sure you do 609 
your homework and if you're not sure, don't talk about it till you are sure.   610 

Mark Dever: So in my five or ten minute pastoral prayer, I'll spend thirty minutes or an 611 
hour preparing that, just to make sure, and particularly on any sort of convoluted 612 
phrases or difficult situations.  613 

8. Question summary: Mark Dever, what do you mean by “tarring the ark?” 614 

Jonathan Leeman: You know you also talk about a lot about “tarring the ark.” 615 

Mark Dever: Yeah, I feel with 9 Marks for twenty years, what I've been trying to do, is to 616 
tell churches “a flood is coming.”  We need to tar the ark, you know, before it seems like 617 
twenty years ago, almost nobody was talking about church discipline. Not in our circles, 618 
or the penetrability, rather, the lack of distinction between the church and the world 619 
was just painful.  I would say now, it’s marginally better, and it's probably much more so 620 
because of the secularizing of the culture than the work of 9 Marks. You know, the 621 
churches are getting a little bit more distinct from the world, and I think we're going to 622 
have to be. A part of what we have to do is recover that distinction between the church 623 
in the world.   624 

9. Question summary: How does the church respond if the U.S. Supreme Court 625 

legalizes same sex marriage? 626 

Phillip Bethancourt: One of the places we're going to see that distinction between the 627 
church and the world start to crystallize it even further is on the issue of marriage, and 628 
so we all know that here in the next couple weeks, the Supreme Court's going to ruling 629 
on marriage. And Dr. Moore I want to start to start with you.  How can our churches 630 
right now be preparing to minister.  Let's say we have a ruling that nationalizes same sex 631 
marriage and finds a constitutional right to that.  What are some of the pieces of 632 
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counsel that you would give the people here and how they can be thinking about 633 
equipping their churches right now? 634 

Russell Moore: Well, I mean, the first thing you have to do is to prepare to articulate 635 
what you mean in preaching and teaching when you're talking about marriage and 636 
sexuality.  I mean, there's a certain kind of evangelical culture that we've had for maybe 637 
a hundred years in this country, at least in parts of this country, where marriage and 638 
family was sort of the bridge to get people to Jesus. So you could come in and talk 639 
about, you know, everybody aspires to a good marriage, everybody aspires to a good 640 
family.  And Jesus is the way to get you to that sort of relationship.  Well, now, that the 641 
culture no longer aspires to the same vision of marriage that we do and often don't 642 
even understand the concept. I mean why would you have this definition of marriage? It 643 
must be because you have hostility toward people or hatred toward people.  So what 644 
we have to just get up and say, “Here's what we believe about marriage. We don't 645 
believe that marriage is just a social issue or political issue.  We believe that marriage…. 646 
God put marriage, embedded it, in the creation to point to the union of Christ and his 647 
church. It's a mystery that God is revealing (Ephesians 5).  That's why we think you can't 648 
tamper with it and make it interchangeable in all of these various ways.” You're teaching 649 
what that is.  That's not unusual.  That's the exact thing the Apostles had to do in the 650 
first century because it's not that we have a marriage crisis right now that we've never 651 
seen before.  The Apostle Paul is having to distinguish Christian marriage from temple 652 
prostitution, from Goddess worship in Ephesus, and from a thousand other things. You 653 
have to do that and then embody that marriage culture in your local congregations.  So 654 
if you're the sort of church that makes no distinction in terms of who it is that you'll 655 
marry, so you don't expect to hold people accountable to their vows that they are 656 
making.  You really cannot stand up and say, “I'm trumpeting a Biblical view of 657 
marriage.”  By that point, you're just an agent of the state, carrying out what the state is 658 
doing.  You're coming in saying, “What we're doing in a marriage ceremony is something 659 
that is part of the whole community's oversight in holding one another accountable.”  660 
One of most controversial things I ever do—ever—not anything that I do on T.V. or 661 
anything else, is when I tell a couple “You can't write your own marriage vows.” That 662 
creates a lot of controversy and the reason I do it is because there's an assumption 663 
underneath that that my marriage is my thing. It's that the wedding is the celebration of 664 
Chad and Tina’s love.  And so, everybody's here to kind of here to see their Facebook 665 
post that's live.  That's not what a wedding is.  You don't necessarily even know what 666 
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you are going to vow to one another when you're twenty five years old and you're 667 
coming together.  You need the rest of the body who are coming in and preparing you 668 
to be with one another during Alzheimer’s disease, through the death of a child, through 669 
the temptation to commit adultery.  Through all of these things that you can't imagine 670 
right now, so teaching your congregation along the way…. This is a Christian view of 671 
marriage that is different from what the rest of the world is doing.  That's how you're 672 
going to build a long and sustained marriage culture.  673 

10. Question summary: Russell Moore, should pastors stop signing marriage 674 

certificates? 675 

Jonathan Leeman: Do you think pastors should get out of signing state contracts, they 676 
should get out of the marriage business?  677 

Russell Moore: Not at this point. Here's why there are some people who would say, well 678 
let's just make sure that the state doesn't have anything to do with marriage at all.  And 679 
that's kind of the goal that we ought to have. I don't think that is possible because the 680 
state has an interest in marriage. As long as you don't have a state that says, “We don't 681 
care what happens to children” a state has a responsibility to hold people, including 682 
unbelievers, accountable to their marriage covenants, their marriage commitments. 683 
Until we get to the point where the state is imposing upon the church, the certain, the 684 
marriages that the church has to perform, I don't think it's yet time to say, “We're not 685 
going to become involved in signing the marriage certificate.”  I can certainly, though, 686 
see in Romans 14:6, how a pastor could say “My conscience doesn't allow me to sign 687 
this marriage covenant,” and I say we ought to be able to bear with one another, and let 688 
one each one be guided by conscience on that.  689 

11. Question summary: A homosexual married couple wants to repent and 690 

follow Christ. How should pastors address this situation? 691 

Phillip Bethancourt: I'm going to come with some pastoral questions to you, but before 692 
we do that, I see about 75 people standing up in the back.  So if you have any seat on 693 
your row, please move to the middle, one more time, so we can try to fit many people 694 
as we can.  And I'm glad you asked that question, Jonathan, about getting out of civil 695 
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marriage business. One of the things that you'll find in the Light Magazine10 that’s there 696 
in the handout that you got today, is a point and counterpoint conversation about that 697 
very question.  And one of the things that I want you to continue to do is to submit 698 
questions via the hashtag that #ERLC9Marks, if you have questions that you want to ask, 699 
and those you get in the back, feel free to grab a seat.  But Mark I want to ask you two 700 
pastoral questions. One related to the front door, as it comes to marriage and the 701 
church and one related the back door. So let's imagine you have a lesbian couple that 702 
starts to visit your church. They have a nine year-old daughter and they're unbelievers 703 
through the ministry of your church.  Both of them come to repentance and faith and 704 
they say, “What does that look like for us to be believers? What should we do to our 705 
relationship? Should we continue in this marriage? You know, we're married in those 706 
states that has legalized same sex marriage.  Do we need to get a divorce? How do we 707 
talk to our nine year old about it?” What is the front door to church membership look 708 
like for them, and then after we talk about that easy question, the harder question. 709 
They’re both complicated.  The other question is on the back door. Let's say you had a 710 
set of members in your church who, for whatever reason, decided to….  711 

Mark Dever: Can I answer the first question before I go to the second one?  712 

Phillip Bethancourt: Oh, sure. Let’s do the first one. <Chuckles> 713 

Mark Dever: My serious answer your first one is, take it to the elders.  That's going to 714 
have to be a long and careful conversation. Obviously, what cannot continue, is these 715 
two individuals understanding that they're married.  We understand that, we all 716 
understand what the state said they were and what they thought they were, so we 717 
don't need to re-imagine history differently, but we need to have a different 718 
understanding of marriage, as part of their repentance, I think, in such a basic part of 719 
who they are, in the same way, the thing Russ cited earlier, from Jesus being with the 720 
woman at the well in John 4, he immediately was bringing that reality to her, for the 721 
man she lived with is not her husband. So I think that that means different….. We've had 722 
some other friends say in public conversation “he would be so slow in doing this.” I think 723 
Jesus’ model is a little different than that in John chapter 4. I think it's quite quick.  But 724 
the specifics of how to untangle that, that is the blessing of having elders.  Let me just 725 

10 https://erlc.com/store/product_detail/18912  
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encourage you if you think polity does not matter, look around at all your Presbyterian 726 
and Episcopalian friends who have had to pay millions of dollars to get their churches 727 
out from under their bad polities.  Thank God for the independence of the local church.  728 
You make a mess of it, you're just messing up your own church. <Chuckling, 729 
murmuring.> Part of what that means—brothers give thanks. That's a big deal for the 730 
Kingdom. That's really helpful—part of what that means, though, is you, Pastor, you 731 
need to use resources like the ERLC, 9 Marks, people like Jonathan, Russ, and Al Mohler, 732 
you need to use these people to help educate your elders and that means you need 733 
elders.  You need not just good faithful deacons. God bless the deacons, it is a New 734 
Testament office. Another office is elders. It's always in the plural of local churches, they 735 
are people who are apt to teach the Word.  You want more than just you able to do 736 
that. Their gifts of Christ to his church.  So take him, unwrap him, put him up there for 737 
everybody to see, and then let those brothers reason together what to do with these 738 
two now sisters in the Lord, who are in a ridiculously difficult situation, with one of 739 
their, or their daughter, and let those elders, together, lead the community in unpicking 740 
that mess.   741 

Russell Moore: He's asking you the final exam question that I gave to the last group of 742 
students.  743 

Mark Dever: Oh, well I just gave a great answer. <Laughter.> Yeah, I gave a great 744 
answer! 745 

Jonathan Leeman: Did you grade them?  746 

Russell Moore: Well, but I added that one of them was terminally ill, as well, so I always 747 
try to try to mix up a little bit.   748 

Jonathan Leeman: So that was an A-, B+?.... 749 

Russell Moore: That was an A.  750 

Phillip Bethancourt: Here is the backdoor question. We were we were talking about that 751 
earlier.  If a couple were to leave…. 752 

Mark Dever: But wait, Russ, do you want to say something different on that front door 753 
question?  754 

Russell Moore: No, I think that I think that's right because…. 755 
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Mark Dever: Because if you see a bright line that I don't see man, then bring it out.  756 

Russell Moore: What I think is happening here is that there is not a marriage, that the 757 
state does not have the authority to create a marriage. This is not a marriage.  So what I 758 
would want to see is….  759 

Mark Dever: See, we’re confused by the fact that we have two different concepts using 760 
the same English word.   761 

Russell Moore: That's exactly right. 762 

Mark Dever: Marriage, and they have every right to use it anyway they want, it's a 763 
made-up word, “marriage” or then what we understand the Bible teaches about 764 
marriage. 765 

Russell Moore: Right.  And so I would want to see that they recognize that this is not a 766 
marriage.  This is not going to continue in a sexual relationship, in a cohabiting 767 
relationship, there is effort being taken…. 768 

Mark Dever: This is not a united family identity.   769 

Russell Moore: That's right, and then and then we come to the question of divorce. 770 
What's happening with a divorce is an assigning of custody, a dividing of property. It 771 
doesn't mean that what happened in the marriage is now gone.  So I think that's a 772 
prudential question that I would bring to the leadership of the church and say, “How do 773 
we, in this situation, deal with that specific question?” And then, of course, the other 774 
area where divorce make cut into it is they are going to be many situations. Think of a 775 
Rosaria Butterfield.  What if she had been in some civil marriage? She would need to be 776 
free from that in order to marry later on, so I think we need to keep that in mind as well.  777 

12. Question summary: How does an orthodox, bible-believing pastor regard a 778 

church member who is leaving to join a homosexuality-affirming church? 779 

How should lay members regard him? 780 

Jonathan Leeman: Let me come at the back door, by pulling the camera back a little bit, 781 
just think about this in terms of separation, generally.  You may have seen the 782 
Christianity Today editorial last week in which Mark Galli came out and said, you know, 783 
C.T., Christianity Today is not going to endorse homosexuality, and then it was pointing 784 

mailto:ReSermon@gmail.com
http://www.resermon.com/


Transcript: 9Marks and ERLC: “Connecting Church and Culture” 
A panel discussion featuring Jonathan Leeman, Mark Dever, Russell Moore, and Phillip Bethancourt.  

Repurposed for the deaf and hard of hearing by ReSermon.com 
June 15, 2015, 9:00 pm, Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, in Columbus, Ohio 

 
Repurpose your sermon into the public square 
3201 Stellhorn Road , Fort Wayne, IN 46815 
(260) 255-4484 | ReSermon@gmail.com | www.ReSermon.com |  
9Marks And ERLC At SBC15—“Connecting Church And Culture” Closed Captioned By Resermon.Com.docx,  

Page 27 

 

to David Neff, former editor, who came out last week saying he does endorse it, and 785 
what was interesting was the way the article closed. Mark Galli said that we're not going 786 
to “cut ties” with those who think otherwise.  He didn't specify what he meant by 787 
“cutting ties.”  Does that mean he still could be friends with David Neff? Does that mean 788 
not going to let David Neff write for Christianity [Today]? He wasn’t clear. How would 789 
you guys encourage us to think about separation?  Cutting ties, not cutting ties, with not 790 
the person who's living in homosexuality, but with the Christian heterosexual who now 791 
says, “I think this is OK.”  How do we think about separation, let’s say, in parachurch, 792 
contexts. Do we have them write for Southwestern Baptist Theological Journal, TGC, 793 
ERLC? So, parachurch, do we cut ties, do we say no? How do we think about cutting ties 794 
or not cutting ties in the local church setting? So, somebody is leaving your church going 795 
to join a gay-affirming church.  What do you say, what do you do? 796 

Russell Moore: Well, first of all, when it comes to Christianity Today, I interpreted that in 797 
terms of personal friendships.  Maybe I was misinterpreting it, but the way interpreted 798 
it, it was that that Mark was simply saying, “This is somebody I respect and love.  This is 799 
my friend, I'm not I'm not sending him off on an ice flow. He's still my friend, but he's 800 
wrong. That was how I interpreted it.  But when it comes to the issue of those who are 801 
professing Christians who are seeking to teach that something that God has said is sin 802 
and something that God has said those who practice such things will not inherit the 803 
kingdom of God. These people are now teaching, “Those who practice such things will 804 
inherit the kingdom of God.” I think that is definitely an issue of separating from false 805 
teaching because what's happening…. When I was….. I was reading…. I'm reading slowly 806 
through Galatians, right now, and I was I was looking at John Stott’s little commentary 807 
on Galatians, and he's talking about the Apostle Paul’s defense of his apostleship that's 808 
happening there through Galatians 1 and 2,  and he says, “That's always the issue, is if 809 
you have apathy, you have differing claims of Apostolic authority.” And that's what we 810 
have happening right now, with the Matthew Vines, with a David Gushee.  It's not that 811 
you just have two Christian sitting down saying, “Well we disagree about what the Bible 812 
teaches about baptism, or the second coming of Christ.” It’s that you have a claim to, 813 
essentially, apostolic authority. If the Apostle Paul had known what we know now about 814 
sexual orientation, he would have written differently about the issue.  Well, that is not 815 
just an interpretation of a moral text. That is a different understanding of the inspiration 816 
of scripture through the power of the Holy Spirit.   817 

Jonathan Leeman: It’s almost claiming a type of inspiration.  818 
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Russell Moore: Well, it is, because we have scientific evidence now and that gives us a 819 
different understanding that the Apostle would have had, had he had access to what we 820 
have access to now that's an issue of sufficiency of scripture.  It's an issue of inspiration, 821 
and it is something that is saying to people, “You shall not surely die.”  That is deadly, 822 
deadly serious.  So I would take a much different tone with a sinner that I'm speaking to, 823 
in terms of the Gospel, than I would with someone who is claiming the authority of the 824 
church, and claiming the authority of Christ, in order to say something that is contrary to 825 
the gospel. Two very different things. I think Paul speaks differently in those terms.  826 
Jesus speaks differently in those terms. And so must we.  And the minute that we come 827 
in and say, “This is just an issue we can agree to disagree on, we are destroying the 828 
foundations of the church and we are sending people with guilty consciences into a 829 
desperate situation where there is no freedom for them, and so I think that's a first-830 
order issue that we have to separate over.   831 

Jonathan Leeman: And so the person coming up to you saying, “I'm joining this gay-832 
affirming church.”   Church member saying that to you.  How do you respond?  How do 833 
you counsel them?   834 

Russell Moore: Well, I would say, “You can't join yourself as a Christian under the 835 
authority of Christ to a church that is teaching the opposite of what Jesus has taught in 836 
scriptures. 837 

Mark Dever: So if they say, “Watch me go joint he UCC church” that is very clearly 838 
teaching that, what do you do? You’re a local church pastor. 839 

Russell Moore: Yeah. Well, I mean, I think there are limits to what you can do there, 840 
other than to say to the rest of the body, that they're leaving, this is someone who is 841 
joining a fellowship that is out of step with the gospel. 842 

Phillip Bethancourt: What would you do at Capitol Hill [Baptist Church, Mark Dever’s 843 
church] if that happened? 844 

Mark Dever: We haven’t had exactly that case happen. And I hope we never do. If we 845 
do, if it was clear and the facts are not disputed, we would certainly….. Anytime 846 
somebody joins us for a church that denies the gospel, we would excommunicate them. 847 
We would understand that they are moving to a church that is against the only hope 848 
that sinners have, so when we've had people join the Roman Catholic church, we’ve 849 
excommunicated them, because the Roman Catholic Church is on record that they've 850 
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never repented of at all, in Trent, for saying the very thing that we take as our only 851 
hope, they would say is anathema. Now, by that we don't mean to say that all Roman 852 
Catholics are lost. No, by God's grace, whatever Roman Catholic is trusting in Christ 853 
alone for their salvation, they'll be saved, just like any Baptist or Methodist who is doing 854 
that will be saved, but the church that they are joining teaches against the gospel, and I 855 
think the way Russ has cast this is exactly right. In 1 Corinthians 6, it's very clear that he 856 
says, and Paul is at pains to be clear. “Do not be deceived, he says, and he says again. 857 
Those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  So if you're going to 858 
a church that is teaching the opposite of that, that would be almost the definition of a 859 
false gospel, and we would not merely let them go. Now, of course, in the sense of, you 860 
know, critics online who say, “Oh you're not allowing people freedom.” We’re not trying 861 
to restrain them. Of course they can leave. We’re not trying to physically stop them, 862 
we're not trying to slander them, we’re not trying to say anything that isn’t true about 863 
them. We’re just telling you what they're doing.  But to our members, were interpreted 864 
that, as they are going to a church that teaches something against what we understand 865 
is the only hope for salvation people have. And have always and will always 866 
excommunicate such people.   867 

Jonathan Leeman: So you would agree with Russ that if I am speaking pastorally,….  868 

Mark Dever: When I say “we” let me just be clear. I don't mean “I” or our elders would, 869 
because I don't think I have the authority to excommunicate anybody.  I don't think a set 870 
of elders has the authority to excommunicate anybody, not the New Testament. In the 871 
New Testament, Matthew 18, only a local church can do that.  The congregation as a 872 
whole has to speak to that. If you read Matthew 18 I think you'll see that either.  But to 873 
clarify and summarize, you, like Russ, are going to take one tone with the person 874 
struggling with same-sex attraction or even the person who's living in homosexuality, 875 
and not a member of your church, and probably a severer tone, if understood you 876 
correctly, a severer tone, with the Christian heterosexual saying, “Hey we can….” 877 

Russell Moore: No question. Actually, I kind of have three tiers here.  Paul says in 1 878 
Corinthians 5, I do not judge those who are on the outside, it's those who are on the 879 
inside that I judge, the one who bears the name of “brother.” I would have one tone 880 
toward the unregenerate lost person who is involved in any sort of immorality that I 881 
have, that has no accountability, as a representative of the church over that person.  882 

Jonathan Leeman: You can’t judge those outside. Paul says, “God will judge them.”  883 
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Russell Moore: That’s exactly right. I would have a different way of dealing with 884 
someone who is a member of the church, and someone who is a professing believer in 885 
Christ, who is involved in any sort of immorality, and then I would have a third, and this 886 
would be the severest tone that I would have, for those who are teachers in God's 887 
church. Let not many of you be teachers, my brothers, for you will have a stricter 888 
judgment, James says, who are actually leading others toward something that is 889 
destructive, no matter what it is. That would be something that we have to, as a church, 890 
because these are people who are dealing with people's lives and souls and consciences 891 
and so we have to speak to that.  892 

Mark Dever: There is also just a…. To give a little bit more nuance even to that inside the 893 
church.  I would not want it to be a simple on/off switch. They’re an elder, they’re not 894 
an elder. I would want to say….. I agree with Russ entirely on what he’s saying about 895 
elders. Let’s say the non-elder, that kind of middle tone. Even there is a big difference. 896 
Am I dealing with somebody who is from a non-evangelical background? They've been 897 
in our church for three months.  I'm not sure how much they've understood. They're 898 
quite young. They're 22.  I'm going to have one tone with that, and another tone with 899 
somebody who's a 70 year old, they’ve never really taught anything, not even Sunday 900 
School in my church. But he’s been a member for fifteen years and now they're deciding 901 
they're going to go do this quite high handedly. With that first one, I would have a pretty 902 
tender…. I don't know if I would even use that word “severe” even. Just a warning tone, 903 
very serious warning tone with them. But I want to be very…. I would probably be a 904 
different tone even….. 905 

Russell Moore: I agree with that.  906 

13. Question summary: How do you share the gospel with somebody who 907 

supports homosexuality or transgenderism? 908 

Phillip Bethancourt: We’re going to shift our attention to the questions coming in from 909 
you via Twitter and so if you haven't submitted one yet, feel free to do that, with the 910 
hashtag #ERLC9Marks, and the first one that I want to throw out to you comes from 911 
Javier Pena. Javier asks, “How do you share the gospel with someone who is opposed to 912 
Christianity because of its teachings on things like homosexuality or transgenderism?  So 913 
what we believe is controversial, how do you share with somebody the Gospel in that 914 
kind of situation? 915 
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Mark Dever: I think one of the first thing you would do is just pray that that person have 916 
a sense of their own need for a savior.  We tell the truth and we have a remedy for a 917 
problem and that problem, people need to realize they have. These issues that we’re 918 
talking about right now, are not the only issues people need to be saved of, because of, 919 
again, the church is only for sinners, and that is true. There is no place in any Bible 920 
gospel-preaching church for anybody other than a sinner, so I think you have to first, 921 
just try to get rid of any self-righteousness.  This is not a self-salvation society, and then I 922 
want to pray for hunger. I'm to show them very clearly, you know, God, Man, Christ 923 
response.  Greg Gilbert’s book, What is the Gospel? is great. His new one, Who is Jesus?, 924 
is maybe better. Just good books to use. I'm going to be clear but I'm going to probably 925 
spend more time where the person has questions like those things.  But the fact that we 926 
call something sin, that it's not immediately obvious to them, is sin.  It's just that that's 927 
going to be part of the basic package of understanding there's a God who is different 928 
than we are, and we don't know truth innately.  We think we're the world's experts on 929 
us. We're not.  The Bible tells us we're not.  The Bible tells us things that are true about 930 
us that even we ourselves don't think in our own fallen natures.  So the fact that we 931 
have to contradict somebody is not new and it's not over just merely these issues.  932 

Russell Moore: I would want to make sure…. I want to differentiate between someone 933 
who has a caricatured view a Christian understanding of homosexuality. There are 934 
people…. When I was at the Supreme Court the day the oral arguments were taking 935 
place on the same sex marriage cases coming down, and I was coming with several of 936 
my staff members around the corner, and I heard someone on the bull horn screaming 937 
and I just prayed to myself, “Please don't let that be one of ours.”  And I came around 938 
the corner, and sure enough, you had on one side a group of people just screaming 939 
through this bullhorn.  “You're all going to hell.  And don't expect me to cry for you 940 
when you do.”  I mean the message is coming.  There are some people who heard that 941 
sort of thing, and they associate that with Christianity. I think there's just this arbitrary 942 
sense where Christians just hate gay people and they don't really have any reason to do 943 
that except that they don't know any.  I want to make sure that they know where a 944 
Christian view of sexuality comes from. What it is that Christians believe about sin.  945 
We're not saying you have some people who are sinners out here.  Romans 3: were all 946 
sinners before God. But then, after that's the case, I find that what Jesus is doing 947 
whenever he is in encountering people with the gospel, is leaning into the controversy, 948 
rather than leaning away from the controversy.  So the rich young ruler. Jesus gets right 949 
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into what the issue is, to the point that it becomes frustrating to the disciples.  I mean 950 
think about John 6. You’re at the seashore.  People are starting to respond to what Jesus 951 
saying and he says to Jewish people, who have been taught since they were children not 952 
to consume blood, Leviticus 17, and not to come near human corpses, ‘unless you chew 953 
on my skin and drink my blood you have no life in you.’ And the crowd says, “This is a 954 
creepy cult and they start walking away, and even the disciples are, “What are you 955 
doing?! This is this is really hard to take!”  I think that's what we need to do, is to lean 956 
into the strangeness with kindness and gentleness, and to recognize that sometimes 957 
initial hostility to what you are saying does not mean that that person is closed to the 958 
Gospel.  Sometimes, I mean, think John 3: the light comes into the world.  It is painful to 959 
all of us when the light shines into whatever it is that we're trying to maintain and 960 
protect, and sometimes people are going to respond in a very hostile way, no matter 961 
what it is, that you're challenging and then the Word does its work.  Or as with the 962 
Prodigal Son somebody encounters a crisis and they say, “Where can I turn, where can I 963 
go?”  So don't give up on people just because they're initially hostile.   964 

Mark Dever: The seed of the Gospel can lie under the earth until we do and then spring 965 
up. You know, you may share the gospel, maybe after you're gone from this world that 966 
God brings into fruition into somebody’s life. Don't give up being a faithful messenger of 967 
the gospel.  If you've never preached to 1 Peter…. 1 Peter hits so many of these themes 968 
that Russ and I've been talking about.  Just give yourself to do expositional series 969 
through 1 Peter sometime soon. I mean, I see a couple of questions here that are 970 
interesting.  Do we want to stay on homosexuality, or do we want to move onto other 971 
things?  972 

14. Question summary: Would you attend your son’s or daughter’s same-sex 973 

wedding? 974 

Jonathan Leeman: If your son or daughter invited you to do their same sex wedding, 975 
would you attend?  976 

Russell Moore: No. 977 

Mark Dever: I don’t think so.  978 
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Russell Moore: Because of what a wedding is.  A wedding is an assembly of witnesses 979 
who are giving approval to the union and implicitly holding the couple accountable to 980 
those to those vows.  So I wouldn't be able to do that.  981 

15. Question summary: Is a member of your church sinning by attending a same 982 

sex wedding? 983 

Jonathan Leeman: Would you tell a member of your church they are sinning if they did, 984 
if they did if they decided….  985 

Russell Moore: No, I would not necessarily discipline someone. I would think that person 986 
would be in error. If that person came to me and asked for counsel, I would give 987 
counsel, but I would I would not discipline someone for that.  988 

Mark Dever: Yeah, I did a session for The Gospel Coalition a couple months ago and a 989 
cultural crisis that a lot people perceived we are in. And on this very question, as an 990 
example, I said, “I think we just need to give each other five or ten years a grace to 991 
figure this out.” <chuckles.> “All right? We're in really new situations for us, okay?” And 992 
I'm not shifting your opinions on what the Bible does on homosexuality.  I'm to have a 993 
very complicated questions like, people like Russ Moore would give us finals in their 994 
ethics classes. <Laughter>. As these things just spring to life in front of us, just give each 995 
other a little bit of time before you shoot each other, you know, just let's just wait and 996 
think carefully and try to understand why Bob and Tom and Sarah and Allison all come 997 
to different positions on how they are going to respond to the reception, the wedding, 998 
as long as they are clear on Christ, the authority of scripture, the wonderful truth of 999 
gender, that there's no question of theology going on. Their question is merely a 1000 
pastoral one. What do they do? We need to allow a lot of grace and I think a lot of time 1001 
to respond. And it is so good to have elders, to have godly, mature elders who could 1002 
help you think through this. A gift of Christ to the church.  1003 

Jonathan Leeman: So, the take away from tonight, folks, is get elders, basically. 1004 
<Chuckles> 1005 
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16. Question summary: How should pastors counsel their congregations to 1006 

prepare children at an increasingly younger age to think about 1007 

homosexuality and transgenderism? 1008 

Phillip Bethancourt: But on a related note, with speaking to children, how many are 1009 
parents out there in the crowd? Many of you are. Let's think about whether somebody 1010 
is watching Sports Center on ESPN and on the ticker It's got the latest thing about Bruce 1011 
Jenner for example, or people in their fourth grade class and their and their kids 1012 
learning about various issues of immorality and they're coming home and asking their 1013 
parents what counsel would you give to parents who are trying to figure out what are 1014 
the age-appropriate ways to be able to talk to my children about things that the culture 1015 
may be confronting them with earlier than you would prefer to have to have that 1016 
conversation.  How should they think about those tough conversations? 1017 

Russell Moore: Well, I would say you need to be proactive and be, in most cases, in our 1018 
culture, earlier than you would like to be, in addressing issues because you want to be 1019 
that, as the parent, the first voice that is coming into your child's life, on issues you're 1020 
not going to be able to hermetically seal your child off from any of these questions.  So 1021 
you want to come in with that sort of confidence that comes with people who don't 1022 
have anything to fear from anything that's going on out there, and you're able to talk to 1023 
them and you're able to answer questions. And I had my seven year old just, he's my 1024 
lowest maintenance child.  He's just he's just this really sweet natured gentle child and 1025 
he came in to me one day and he said, “How does a boy turn into a girl?”  And so, “What 1026 
do you mean?”  He said, “I was in the dentist office and they had the news on and they 1027 
had a boy about my age who turned into a girl and I didn't think that could happen.  And 1028 
how do I know… is that going to happen to me?! I mean, is this permanent?!” 1029 
<Laughter.> And I deal with these issues all the time.  I was freaking out inside of my 1030 
mind. <Laughter.> Like, “I don't want to have to talk to you about this right now!  You're 1031 
so sweet and innocent!”  But if I had freaked out in front of him I would have given him 1032 
the impression there are certain things that dad's Christianity just isn't able to address.  1033 
And so I'd say, “Well here's the way that people think. Here's how we think as people 1034 
that God has spoken to, and I think, doing that, getting ahead of what of what sorts of 1035 
questions your children are going to have, having wisdom, you already have that.  I 1036 
mean, when we're teaching children about human reproduction and those sorts of 1037 
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things, you don't traumatize children with everything when they're 3 and 4 years old.  1038 
But you know I how to pace that in terms of age appropriate pacing, but I think that's….. 1039 
You address it and you don't you don't hide from it.  1040 

Mark Dever: No additional comments.  1041 

17. Question summary: How do youth ministers include transgendered youth in 1042 

their ministry? 1043 

Phillip Bethancourt: OK so with that boy that identifying as a girl.  Let’s say you get a 1044 
youth pastor in your church, and you get a transgender youth that is starting to attend. 1045 
He’s lost and interested in hearing the gospel. Would you counsel…. So, born a female, 1046 
identifying as a male, representing himself or herself as a male.  How would you counter 1047 
that youth pastor on what pronouns the way to refer to him.  Should they go to the girls’ 1048 
bible study or the boys’ bible study during the mid-week? How do we think about some 1049 
of those questions? 1050 

Mark Dever: <Laughter>. Russ, we’re just living in your world today. <Laughter.> 1051 

Russell Moore: Okay. I think the issue is having elders. <Roaring laughter, applause.> 1052 

Mark Dever: My work is done here, friends! Good night! 1053 

Russell Moore: Here is what you want to weigh when you're dealing with that situation.  1054 
You don't want to communicate not only to this person but also to the other teenagers 1055 
in that room that there are only certain sorts of sinners that Jesus came for.  And you 1056 
don't want to communicate that in order for you to be ready to hear the Gospel, you 1057 
first have to get yourself cleaned up in order to hear it and fixed up, and morally in line 1058 
in order to hear the gospel.  So you want to weigh all of that, along with the fact that 1059 
you don't want to communicate something that is going to confuse this person or 1060 
anyone else with an unbiblical view of gender, so I'm weighing those two things at the 1061 
same time when I'm talking to that person. And sometimes I'm going to come down on 1062 
different sides. Do I temporarily called this person by a name that doesn't identify with 1063 
the gender, as long as that person knows, “You and I don’t have the same understanding 1064 
here, but I love you and I'm bearing with you right now, as we're moving toward sharing 1065 
the gospel with you.” In the same way, I mean, I have I have known of people who have 1066 
become involved in non-Christian cults and have taken on names that are associated 1067 
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with the gods of those cults or something along those lines and have referred to people 1068 
by those names.  Now I would expect, that in most cases, if those people came to Christ, 1069 
they're going to abandon that.  But you're weighing those two those two things as 1070 
you’re doing that.  1071 

18. Question summary: How should a pastor counsel a wife who lives with an 1072 

abusive husband? 1073 

Jonathan Leeman: Jonathan E. Bennett wants to know how would you counsel…. 1074 
(Change of direction, here.).  How would you counsel a wife who wants to be faithful to 1075 
Christ but is in an abusive situation with her husband?   1076 

Mark Dever: Why do you say, “But”? Because it was his question. Yeah.  1077 

Jonathan Leeman: Presumably, because there are things compelling her toward 1078 
separation.  Yet at the same time she wants to be submissive and honor her husband, 1079 
and she's feeling that, I'm guessing, she's feeling that tension.  1080 

Mark Dever: Yeah, if she’s in physical danger I’m going to tell her to get out. If she is in 1081 
great fear, I’m probably going to tell her to get out, even if it is just temporary.  We're 1082 
going to take the elders. <Chuckles>. Seriously.  The elders are going to pray, they're 1083 
going to talk with her, they go talk with him, if he's willing.  You know but one of the 1084 
things that we want to be careful…. Sometimes conservative evangelicals, because we 1085 
don't believe in divorce, or at least we believe in divorce and only very specific 1086 
circumstances, get the reputation that we don't care about spousal abuse, and that's 1087 
not true at all.  If there's a pastor's ever given you that that intimation or suggestion, 1088 
please forgive us for that. We don't need to communicate that at all.  We're trying to be 1089 
faithful what marriage is in the commitment the serious movement that marriage is the 1090 
wonderful unity God makes.  And at the same time we see the very real separation our 1091 
sins can make, the sins of adultery, and abuse, so I know in our church, we as elders take 1092 
it very seriously, and we’ll act very quickly on that in order to secure a kind of physical 1093 
safety, and then we'll just kind of pick up the pieces and see where things are.  1094 

Russell Moore: And I would also make sure that she knows that submission in scripture, 1095 
except to God, is always limited and bounded. We have submission.  Romans 13, 1 Peter 1096 
2 to the state, to the governing authorities, but that's not unlimited submission.  So, 1097 
Revelation 13, we refused to submit to a state that demands worship and a submission 1098 
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of a wife to her husband is not a submission to this sort of cruelty to her.  That's the first 1099 
step.  A second thing: we have different convictions about divorce and remarriage.  I 1100 
think there are exception clauses in scripture that allow for divorce and remarriage.  1101 
That would be sexual immorality and 1 Corinthians 7.  The abandonment by an 1102 
unbelieving spouse. I think that an unrepentant abuse of a woman constitutes, in my 1103 
opinion, abandonment by an unbelieving spouse. It is physically unsafe for her to be in 1104 
her own home.   1105 

Jonathan Leeman: Forced abandonment.  1106 

Russell Moore:  Yes indeed.  1107 

Mark Dever: That's what our elders.  That's our elders take it at CHBC.   1108 

Phillip Bethancourt: Here's another question, this one comes from Spencer Plumlee, and 1109 
we’ve got time for just one or two more questions. If you want to sneak one in on the 1110 
hashtag, #ERLC9Marks, Spencer asks this: how should a pastor speak about the dangers 1111 
of sexual sin publicly while still creating a refuge for broken people?  I want to get this in 1112 
a specific way.  I thought about it related to pornography and pornography addiction.  1113 
So how do you speak about that as a sexual sin publicly and teach what the Bible says 1114 
about it but still create an environment where if you get people in your church who are 1115 
members or visitors trapped in pornography they still feel like this is a place they can 1116 
come to find ministry?  1117 

Mark Dever: I think you let people know that there is something far better than they've 1118 
ever imagined there, which is the gospel of Jesus Christ.  But there's something far more 1119 
fulfilling than images and imaginations.  But there's a person, there's a relationship, that 1120 
God intends, so I think you speak clearly but you speak with hope. That would be the 1121 
short answer.   1122 

Russell Moore: I think Romans 3, God is both the just and the justifier of the one who 1123 
has faith in Jesus. You speak both of God's justice and you talk about God's provision in 1124 
the cross and then you give people the steps that they could take. So if you simply stand 1125 
up and you're talking about pornography and you address, we have people in our 1126 
congregation, right now, who are probably enslaved to the sin of pornography.  You're 1127 
acknowledging that this is here, so this isn't just some other people who are outside, 1128 
these are people who are here and then you say, “We want to help you with repentance 1129 
in this.  So here are here are steps that you can take.  We have these pastors you can 1130 
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meet with you. We have these sorts of resources within our congregation. We want to 1131 
fight together with you, here's what you do if you're in a marriage with someone who is 1132 
in bondage to pornography.” Those sorts of things where people know “I don't have to 1133 
fight and struggle with this alone.”  And you do that publicly from the pulpit, and then 1134 
give people the opportunity to do that, I think that's the way to go.   1135 

Mark Dever: And one very practical thing. I’m going to bring up elders again, you don’t 1136 
need to laugh, but one very practical thing that we’ve done is when we've had, in these 1137 
cases, it's been a brother, when we've had a brother in very serious trouble, because 1138 
we've actually had him come before the elders, and talk to us and we ask him questions 1139 
and we prayed with them and just we've done that, and there are ripple effects.  I mean 1140 
that gets out to the congregation.  People talk about that, they talk about it, in a kind of 1141 
fearful way, and a very loved way, so that's there's very practical steps you can take of 1142 
caring for one another and all kinds of sins.   1143 

Jonathan Leeman: Last question for me, do you have anymore?  1144 

Phillip Bethancourt: I want to do one more after you’re done.  1145 

19. Question summary: How well is the church handling our culture’s racial 1146 

division today? 1147 

Jonathan Leeman: OK last question for me.  What have the two of you brothers learned 1148 
over the last twelve months in the race conversation that's been going on as regards to 1149 
how we raise, built up, lead our churches in ways that are loving and understanding 1150 
amidst the difficulties of this conversation what's going on in America now.  Some 1151 
things, some reflections that you had over the last year.   1152 

Russell Moore: The first thing I have learned is a disappointing thing. I have learned just 1153 
how much persistent idolatrous white supremacy there still is including among people 1154 
who profess the name of Christ and it grieves me to see the sorts of things that I get in 1155 
the mail or in my inbox.  I will also say that for those who are ministering in places 1156 
where that is taking place, often the way that happens now, there was a day when 1157 
certain places in this country if you stood up and preached the fact that all are equal in 1158 
Christ, you would have members of the Klan or deacons of the church, or whatever, 1159 
coming to you and saying, “You will stop preaching that, you will stop baptizing these 1160 
people, you will do this.”  Now what tends to happen is that people who target that, 1161 
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know that there's going to be a social disapproval of saying that sort of thing.  So they 1162 
divert the issue and find another issue to attack that pastor on.  And that happens with 1163 
much more regularity than I would assume so that's a disappointing thing. On the on the 1164 
positive side, I see God shaking loose in the church some of those carnal divisions that 1165 
we have. Raising up Godly leadership in America in our context that is not white and not 1166 
majority culture, and that's where I think we're really going to see that that change 1167 
happening, because I think right now, in our context, for a lot of white American 1168 
Christians, when they read Galatians 3, God has brought Jew and Gentile together, they 1169 
think okay, white people are the Jews and the Gentiles are the ethnic people. Its normal 1170 
people and everybody else.  There are no white people in Ephesus.  That's not what's 1171 
being talked about here.  So when we're really going to see change is not when you 1172 
have a majority culture that's willing to coexist and minister to everybody else.  What 1173 
does God do?  He brings in the Gentiles to minister to the Jewish Christians in their 1174 
need.  And so when we start seeing white congregations who are calling African-1175 
American and Hispanic and Asian American pastors not because they're trying to reach a 1176 
demographic group, because they're saying, “This is our anointed leader that God has 1177 
put.” t.  That's when we're going to start to see some change.  And I see that on the 1178 
horizon. I really do.   1179 

Mark Dever: Over the last twelve months I've haven’t learned of any new categories. 1180 
This is sadly a painful old conversation and you know as the oldest one up here, 1181 
probably by a good bit, I can….  My first year in public schools in rural Kentucky, and in 1182 
my county, was the first year they were integrated, and so I even remember as a 6 year 1183 
old, going at my grandmother's house, for lunch after church, on Sunday at the first 1184 
week in school, and my grandmother, and great aunt asking me if there were any little 1185 
“colored children” (that's how they put it) it in my class? Well, being six years old, I had 1186 
no idea, I didn't even think about that.  So I literally didn't know how to answer.  I didn't 1187 
realize I was being, maybe subtly, unintentionally, schooled in a kind of racism, and so I 1188 
think I says something like, “Well, I’ll check.” <chuckles.> at school that week, in my 1189 
home room at Grapevine Elementary School, I looked around, you know, and tried 1190 
think, “Well, what are they? Okay.” I don’t remember the answer. Two? I didn’t get 1191 
much response. But I realize now, looking back, I was at the front end of a very new 1192 
experience, so as I say, it's a painfully old conversation, certainly for me, and I think this 1193 
last twelve months, what it's done for me is just given me more specifics and things that 1194 
I already know.  So I remember Katherine, a member of church, sharing with me about 1195 
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how she instructed—she's an African American sister—how she instructed her two sons, 1196 
when they were around driving age, how they needed to act, if they ever got pulled 1197 
over.  It's all stories like that, of personal instances, that don't give me new categories.  1198 
Sadly, I already have those categories. I’ve been pastoring for 21 years, of a multi-racial 1199 
church, somewhat. I have those categories in my mind but I just keep getting more and 1200 
more specific and in every one just.  I feel, heartbroken and I feel like, “Sister you have 1201 
lived in a way that I've never had to think twice about that as a white guy, and I just 1202 
need to be quiet and to listen and understand more.”  And so it's just been another year 1203 
of that, a long painful, but as Russ was saying, I trust fruitful in God’s providence here.  1204 

Russell Moore: I would also say there's a cloud of witnesses, of heroes, whose names 1205 
nobody knows in this denomination who stood up in the forties and fifties in the sixties 1206 
and said, “The gospel is for all people.”  The waters of baptism are for all people, the 1207 
Lord's Table is for all people, who were fired who were sent out of their churches.  Some 1208 
of them who went without food, some of them who took up a job says as janitors in 1209 
order to feed their families.  And nobody knows who they are, but their witness the Lord 1210 
knows that, and honors that, and I think about that all the time these days.   1211 

Phillip Bethancourt: I want to finish this off with one final question.   1212 

Mark Dever: One more thing on this, just to pull this part of conversation back on where 1213 
we started, with the change in the culture.  So if you're here tonight and you're white 1214 
and you do find this longing in your heart for 1950s Mayberry, or 1960s Mayberry, but 1215 
you just find it's not there anymore.  If you just look at your African American brother or 1216 
sister, they may have a lot of resources for you, for following Jesus when the world's not 1217 
very nice to you.  So just realize their resources are our resources.  Ironically, in God's 1218 
kindness, the very way is that they have suffered can be ways that he means for your 1219 
good and be tender and kind and learn a lot.  Realize that black history is not about a 1220 
month in February. It's about our brothers in Christ often it's for all year around it's our 1221 
history.  We need to understand that, and know that, and own that.  1222 

Jonathan Leeman: Russ pointed out that the gentiles instructed the Jews.  1223 

Mark Dever: That’s right.  1224 
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20. Question summary: Please provide closing encouragement for pastors and 1225 

the church. 1226 

Phillip Bethancourt: Closing thoughts here.  I'd love for you all to end with a word of 1227 
encouragement to these pastors and leaders, moms and dads.  We live in a tumultuous 1228 
culture. It seems like things are shifting rapidly.  It's hard to keep track of it all, it seems 1229 
as if you're just looking at things externally, if things aren't going very well for the 1230 
American church, what kind of word of encouragement or hope would you send about 1231 
the way that the Gospel should shape our cultural engagement in the midst of these 1232 
troubling times? 1233 

Russell Moore: “Fear not little Flock, for it is the Father's good pleasure to give you the 1234 
kingdom.” Every part of that is important.  “Fear not.”  If we if we fear and if we lack 1235 
confidence in our gospel, we're going to turn mean, and resentful toward the last 1236 
people and toward our mission field. “Little Flock.”  But we recognize that it's not that 1237 
we're suddenly a minority in the world.  Jesus says we are always a minority presence in 1238 
the world, no matter what the numbers of the church are, the wisdom of God is 1239 
different than the wisdom of men.  It is the Father's good pleasure to give you the 1240 
kingdom.  We can bear whatever it is. We don't know what it is that we have to face in 1241 
our individual lives or as a church, we can bear whatever it is because we have an 1242 
inheritance that has been given to us that is not dependent upon all of those things, and 1243 
it's God's good pleasure to grant those things to us, and to take this time right now to 1244 
prepare us to be able to exercise authority in that. The main thing that I would say is let 1245 
us be joyful, hopeful, convictional people who are not panicked, who are not distressed, 1246 
and who are not tossed about like the wind.  1247 

Mark Dever: Russ, thank you for the way you've done that, brother. You have 1248 
commented both realistically on the cultural challenges. You’ve blown smoke in being 1249 
triumphalistic. But you have had such you know confident joy in it that I think is so 1250 
faithful to scripture.  So I'm just really thankful thank you for.  I would just say Matthew 1251 
is so clear, in Matthew's Gospel chapter 16, Jesus says, I'm building the church, and the 1252 
gates of hell will not prevail against it. The gates are the strongest part of the defense of 1253 
the city, because they can open up, that's where you have the thickest walls, they have 1254 
the most manpower defending it.  They will not prevail.  So even the strongest part will 1255 
not prevail.  You look at the great commission. That's not so much a challenge to us as 1256 
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it's God letting us know what is victory plan is, this is what he is doing, and you look at 1257 
the Book of Acts, that's exactly what he started doing.  He did it, he did all the way to 1258 
Rome, and from now from the end of Acts, till the Lord comes back, we’re in the rest of 1259 
it. And Revelation 22, “They shall see God.” That's where it ends up.  “They shall see 1260 
God.” When tragedy happens, start there very clearly, that is going to happen, and then 1261 
just pull the camera back, to get to right now, realize it all ends up there, and it's a great 1262 
place to end. 1263 

Jonathan Leeman: Friends, thank you so much for being here tonight. Shall we thank 1264 
Russ and Mark? 1265 

Mark Dever: Tomorrow night, 9marks at 9. And we got a free book at 9 Marks booth all 1266 
day.  1267 

Jonathan Leeman: that was my first announcement. And tomorrow night is with who?  1268 

Mark Dever: Al Mohler, Danny Aiken, David Platt and H.B. Charles, Jr. 1269 

Jonathan Leeman: And also, if you're just in the 9 Marks at Southeastern Conference 1270 
you can get a $25 discount at the Southeastern booth, and Convention Center. Do you 1271 
have any ERLC announcements you want to make?  1272 

Phillip Bethancourt: No, I think we’ve covered it.  1273 

Jonathan Leeman: Friends, let me close us in prayer. Father God, we think of Paul's 1274 
prayer for the Philippians when he prays that their love would abound more and more 1275 
in knowledge and depth of insight, that they might discern what is best and be pure, 1276 
filled with the fruit of righteousness to the praise and glory of God and Father we pray 1277 
that tonight's event, this conversation, these things that we've been talking about, for 1278 
all of us the church leaders and the members here, that our love would abound more 1279 
and more in knowledge of depth of insight that we might discern what is best in all of 1280 
these matters.  Questions of homosexuality and separation and race and abuse. Discern 1281 
what is best and so be pure, and filled with the fruit of righteousness, to the praise and 1282 
glory of God.  1283 
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